Cost of a LCD TV, Rs. 50,000/-

Cost of a Nebulizer, Rs. 50,000/-

What is the cost of the life of a student?












13/09/2009

	We pay our sincere tribute to the Dr. Sarpudden, senior faculty of history, who came to JNU from Govt Arts College Trichy for a refresher course, and died due to cardiac arrest because of lack of in time medical support. 



This is the question we would like our almighty administration to answer. How much will it cost the university to have:

1. A fully equipped emergency unit in our health centre open 24 hours and manned by a doctor and support staff.

Two fully equipped ambulances with the associated staff on a 24 hours standby.

A university wide emergency number at the security control room to be used by all members of the university community in emergency situations.


On the night of 9th September, one bright young life was tragically lost.  What adds insult to the injury is the fact that it could have been saved. All that was required was a trained nurse/paramedic and some basic medical equipment like an oxygen cylinder and nebuliser to treat an asthma attack. All these are mandatory requirements in an ambulance. Our university claims to have a 24 hours ambulance service (source: University Health Booklet). But the administration refuses to even use the word “ambulance” in a meeting with students.  Because there is no ambulance. What we call an ambulance is nothing but maxi cab, no different from the yellow-tops outside the main gate. The patient cannot even lie down while travelling. The only difference is that the taxis may reach you faster than the ambulance, which took about 20-25 minutes in Aishvarya’s case. The doctors at AIIMS said that he could have been revived if he had got proper medical care in time.


It is agreed that we do have some health facilities in the University, including visiting specialists and a pathology lab. But what is the use of having shiny teeth when you can die of an accident or asthma attack because there was no one to give you first aid? Such a state of affairs is simply not acceptable. What does it take to have a 24 hours first-aid/emergency station with a paramedic and a doctor? Or a 24 hours ambulance service with real ambulances? Or at least one doctor on campus who can attend to emergency cases. It is pathetic that there are doctors on campus, but nobody knows how to contact them, including the administrative officials. After 9 p.m., the nearest medical facilities are at a minimum distance of 20 minutes. Add to it another 20 minutes of “response time” of the in house “ambulance”, and we have a disaster waiting to happen, of the kind that precipitated on the 9th of September.


We know that 24 hours emergency facilities are available at Universities of Delhi, Hyderabad and Pondicherry, a fact confirmed by former students of those universities now studying in JNU. Being a central university at par with both of them, why can’t JNU have these facilities as well? Or how many lives does the administration think is worth losing before it invests in better emergency management facilities?

Friends, On 10th September after returning from the AIIMS, when we all SITians were thinking  about the next step, the following line from Akbar Allahabadi(if we are right)

“Rajneeti Dosti ki jad mein mattha daal deti hai.”guided us the way and we decided that whatever we will do to pay tribute to Aishvarya, none of us will wear any political cap.






        



       p.t.o.

We would like to make it very clear, that till now whatever efforts we have put in to get the aforementioned basic necessities, we have done without taking any support from any political organization. Let we repeat that none of us seek any political mileage out of our friend's death. Whatever we are doing, we are doing as normal SIT students... as normal JNU students ...   

We would like to summarize, whatever we got from our consistent efforts.
· On 10/09/09, the Rector 2 assured us to call a concerened authorities meeting regarding our demands latest by Monday(14/09/09). And will meet to UGC chairperson to provide the grants to full fill our demands asap.
Being on the emotional trauma, we could not inform the media on 10th, but the news of so poor  health facilities in JNU was covered in all major news papers a day later.
Till now we have got around 1500 signatures in support of the these basic demands. We urge you all to sign the form and also ask your friend to do so if s/he has not done so far. 
At the same time, we have started urging the faculty members and staff members of our campus to come forward to support us in getting the asked two very basic facilities by signing the support form at least. 

It is nice to see that the political forces have finally warmed up to this issue, which have existed in the peripheries of their manifestos for a long time. Better late than never. It’s high time that the university community wakes up to this dire state of affairs and forces the administration to accede to our demands. We request the different students' organisations of this university to start supporting us in whatever capacity they can. However it is important to ensure that the real issues don’t get lost in a game of brinkmanship and one-upmanship followed by horse-trading. The experiences of the agitation for workers rights and scholarships should not be forgotten in a hurry.

At the same time, we SIT students request the whole JNU community to leave behind the political and apolitical barriers and support us.

We request all the members of the university to join us in our struggle to ensure that no one suffers Aishvarya’s fate in the future. Tomorrow we will be wearing black badges to protest against the administration’s callous attitude. We request you to the same.

	We urge to all the JNU community to support the initiation taken by we SITians, to light the candles at the Health Centre daily at 9:00 PM till its lock is not open for 24 hours. 


Sd/- All SIT Students
